
ESA+ Overview:
An Introduction to the Program and the Parent Agreement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Education Student Accounts for Children with Disabilities Program was established by North Carolina law in 2021. We call this program ESA+. ESA+ helps families afford nonpublic (private and home) schools. Signing the Parental Agreement by the parent of the student who was awarded ESA+ scholarship funds is a requirement. The purpose of this training session is to provide an overview of the program operations, and to explain the requirements listed in the Parental Agreement. 



Statutes and Rules

STATUTES and RULES: https://www.ncseaa.edu/psr/k12-programs/

North Carolina lawmakers 
have established the ESA+ 
Program. 

ESA+ is funded by the State of 
North Carolina. 

The State Education 
Assistance Authority (SEAA) is 
charged with administering 
ESA+. There are Rules which 
govern the operations of the 
Program. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.		The Parent will comply with all relevant Program statutes and Program Rules, as well as instructions and requests concerning the Program as may be issued by the Authority, including administrative forms, administrative memoranda, interpretive guidance, or any other procedures established by the Authority.  The reference to or recitation of any portion of an applicable statute or rule in this Agreement does not limit the Parent’s obligation to comply with other applicable statutes and rules.



Overview of ESA+

ESA+ provides scholarships for expenses related to 
educating a child with a disability in a nonpublic (private or 
home) school. Funds can be used for:
 Tuition and fees at participating schools
 Therapeutic services (such as ABA, speech), tutoring, 

curriculum, and educational technology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is not a program for students in public school full time. Students EXIT the public school in order to benefit from ESA+ scholarships. Charter schools are public schools. Students in charter schools (full time) cannot benefit from ESA+. There is an ESA+ option for students in a private or home school who are co-enrolled in public school. These students are not in public school full-time. 



Overview of ESA+

• SEAA will disburse funds for required tuition / fees to 
participating private schools, by semester.

• Funds for qualifying expenses, other than for tuition and fees 
at schools, will transfer to the ClassWallet platform for the 
parents to access via an electronic account.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Families will all use an electronic account on the ClassWallet platform to transfer funds for Other Qualified Expenses to providers or to make purchases. Parents will not use ClassWallet to pay schools for required tuition and fees. SEAA will disburse funds directly to schools. In MyPortal, the parent account holder will (electronically) endorse the payments to schools each semester. If a school is also a provider of educational therapies or tutoring services, families will transfer funds to the school via ClassWallet, to the school as a provider, for those services.For students who attend schools which do not accept a direct disbursement, parents will pay the required tuition and fees and be reimbursed at the end of each semester. These parents submit receipts to SEAA via ClassWallet.  

http://www.classwallet.com/


ESA+ Award Amounts

The main award level is $9,000 per year.

Students who meet the main eligibility criteria, and have one of the following 
designated as the primary or secondary disability on the IEP Eligibility 
Determination may be eligible for $17,000.

These areas of disability may qualify the student for the higher award amount. Terms listed as they appear on the 
Eligibility Determination. 
• Autism
• Hearing Impairment, Deafness, Deaf-Blindness
• Intellectual Disability, Moderate or Severe
• Orthopedic Impairment
• Visual Impairment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The documentation of a disability is the Eligibility Determination from the North Carolina IEP process. https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/documentation-of-a-disability/



Enrollment Options

1.Student enrolls in a private school.
a. School accepts a direct disbursement (most schools do this)
b. School does not accept a direct disbursement (parents are reimbursed)

2. Student enrolls in a home school.

There are part-time enrollment options.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2. 	The Parent warrants that his or her student is exclusively attending a North Carolina nonpublic school, unless the student is enrolled part-time in a public school and part-time in a nonpublic school.There is no option for an ESA+ student to be enrolled full-time in a public school. These schools accept the ESA+ scholarship as a direct disbursement on behalf of the student:https://myportal.ncseaa.edu/NC/NonpublicSchools.aspx 



Funding for students who enroll in two schools

Students who co-enroll in … will receive … 
• two private schools: regular award
• private school and home school: regular award
• private school and public school: 50% of the award

• Students enrolled full time in a public school (including charter schools) 
may not benefit from any ESA+ funds. 



School Payments
Schools which accept direct 

payment from SEAA

• Schools certify in August           
(1x per year)

• Schools and parents endorse 
(each semester)

• Payment to schools                 
(each semester)

Schools which do not accept a 
direct payment

• Schools must be registered with 
the NC Division of Non-Public 
Education (DNPE)

• Parents of ESA+ students will seek 
reimbursement for the cost of 
tuition and fees. 

• Parents of students at schools 
which accept Opportunity 
Scholarship direct payments may 
not be reimbursed for tuition and 
fees if that school chooses not to 
accept direct payments for ESA+. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
SEAA disburses (pays) scholarship funds to schools on behalf of students for the vast majority of ESA+ students. Payments are made in late August / early September and again in January. There are a few schools which elect not to receive disbursements directly. In those cases, parents pay out of pocket and are reimbursed at the end of the semester. If your school does not accept direct payments, plan to attend the training session which explains more detail about those processes.



Waiver of Public School Services

In September, SEAA will require parents to sign a Waiver of Public 
School Services. Only parents of ESA+ students attending a 
nonpublic (private or home) school full time will sign the waiver. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3. 	The Parent warrants that he or she will release the Local Education Agency, in which the student is eligible to attend public school, of all obligations to educate the eligible student while the eligible student is receiving Scholarship funds, unless the student is enrolled part-time in a public school and part-time in a nonpublic School.  If the student is enrolled full-time at a nonpublic school, in order to participate in the Program and fulfill the parent’s responsibilities set forth in G.S. § 115C-595(a)(2),  the Parent must complete the Release of Local Education Agency and Waiver of Certain Rights form.
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Using ESA+ funds:
QUALIFIYING EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
#4 The Parent agrees to use a portion of the scholarship funds, in an amount determined by the Authority, to provide an education to the eligible student in, at a minimum, the subjects of English language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science. #5 The Parent agrees to use the Scholarship Funds only for Qualifying Educational Expenses, which are limited to the following items:  (1) tuition and/or fees for an eligible nonpublic school; (2) textbooks required by the eligible nonpublic school; (3) tutoring and teaching services provided by an individual or facility that meets the requirements set by the Authority; (4) payment for purchase of curricula; (5) fees for nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement tests, advanced placement tests, or nationally recognized college entrance exams; (6) fees charged to the account holder for the management of the education student account; (7) fees for services provided by a public school and approved by the Authority, including individual classes and extracurricular programs; (8) premiums charged to the account holder for any insurance or surety bonds required by the Authority; (9) educational therapies provided by a practitioner who holds a license that meets the requirements set by the Authority; and (11) student transportation, pursuant to a contract with an entity that regularly provides student transportation, to and from (i) a provider of education or related services or (ii) an education activity. #6 The Parent agrees not to use Scholarship Funds for the following items: (1) computer hardware or other technological devices not defined by the Authority as approved educational technology; (2) consumable educational supplies, including paper, pen or markers; (3) tuition and fees at an institution of higher education or a private postsecondary institution; and (4) tuition and fees for a home school student.



Expenses other than tuition and fees

 Textbooks
• Required by the participating nonpublic school

 Educational Technology
 Curricula

• Supports an academic subject
 Fees for Nationally Standardized Tests

• Available for homeschool families only; contact ESA in advance
• Not available for students enrolled in participating nonpublic schools

 Tutoring and Teaching Services
• In academic subjects

 Educational Therapies
• Ex. ABA, Speech, OT, and PT

 Student Transportation
• To and from educational services or activities

NOTE about providers of these 
services:
1. Must be registered with AND 

approved by NCSEAA
2. Cannot be member of 

student’s family

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please attend the training session designed to help families plan paying for providers and shopping on ClassWallet. https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/k12-forms-resources/NOTE especially: https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/QualifiedExpenses.pdf and:https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2021/07/DGrants_ESA-Educational-Technology_July2021.pdfand:https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/DG_ESA_ProviderRegistration.pdf



ClassWallet

ClassWallet is:
• a separate company that partners with SEAA.

• an online platform that hosts the electronic account on behalf of the ESA+ Program.

• where ESA+ families use remaining funds (after tuition has been disbursed to school) to: 
→make a payment to a service provider.
→purchase products that are ESA+ Qualifying Expenses. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SEAA administers the ESA+ Program. ClassWallet provides the electronic account on behalf of the ESA+ Program. 

http://www.classwallet.com/


Parent Obligations

1. Spend funds only on behalf of the student who was awarded ESA+.
2. Notify SEAA immediately if you enroll your student in a public school.
3. Be prepared to submit documentation about expenses.
4. Return ESA+ funds spent on an item or service that is not a qualifying 

expense.
5. Do not request or accept a refund or rebate of funds from a school, 

provider, or any other entity. 
6. Do not give schools or providers your parent ClassWallet login credentials.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
7. The Parent agrees to use the Scholarship Funds deposited in his or her Education Student Account only for Qualifying Educational Expenses for the student who was awarded the Program funds. 8. A Parent who enrolls his or her student into the Local Education Agency or other North Carolina public school or Department of Defense school during the year that the student is receiving Scholarship Funds under the Program shall return all funds to the Authority that were in the Education Student Account as of the date of enrollment in the North Carolina public school or Department of Defense school and the Parent shall request a release from the Authority of his or her obligations under the Parental Agreement. 9. A Parent agrees to submit the required documentation/receipt of any item or service purchased with Scholarship Funds when requested by the Authority and acknowledges that failure to provide documentation requested by the Authority within the time allotted by the Authority may result in forfeiture of Scholarship Funds. 10. A Parent agrees that if the Authority determines that Scholarship Funds were used for an item or service other than a Qualifying Educational Expense, the Parent must return to the Authority the scholarship funds used for that item or service within the deadline set by the Authority. 11. A Parent warrants that it will not accept a refund or rebate of any Scholarship Funds from a nonpublic school, a provider of services, or from any other entity.  If a refund of Scholarship Funds is warranted the Parent agrees to notify the Authority immediately. 12. A Parent agrees not to give his or her electronic bank account number directly to a nonpublic school or a service provider or allow his or her electronic bank account number to be copied by a nonpublic school or service provider, rather a Parent must personally authorize each transaction from his or her Education Student Account.  



Testing

Standardized testing for third grade 
and higher is a school responsibility. 
You are required to allow your 
student to be tested annually.

Home Schools are not required to 
submit test scores. 
.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
13. A Parent agrees to allow his or her child to be tested at the child’s school by the nationally standardized test selected by the child’s school as required by the Program.



Misuse of Funds

SEAA has zero tolerance for misuse of ESA+ funds. Examples of misspent funds 
include:

• Using funds for anything other than Qualifying Education Expenses
• Using funds on behalf of someone other than the student awarded an ESA+ 

scholarship
• Using funds when the ESA+ recipient is enrolled full time in a public school (The 

MyPortal record must always accurately reflect the student’s enrollment.)

A parent who has made an error in spending should self report and notify SEAA 
immediately. ESA@ncseaa.edu or (855) 330-3955

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.ncseaa.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1171/2020/10/Misuse-of-State-Funds-Policy.pdfFreezing and Closing ESA Accounts SEAA may freeze funds in the ESA, close the ESA, and/or withdraw funds from the ESA for reasons including, but not limited to: 1. Fraud; 2. Misuse of Scholarship funds; 3. Account Holders failure to comply with the Program statute, Program Rules, the Parental Agreement or Program policies; 4. If the student returns to the public school district; 5. If the student exits the Program; or 6. If the funds were deposited into the ESA in error. 14. The Parent agrees to provide the Authority access to all records related to the use of Scholarship Funds and his or her Education Student Account. 15. If the Authority determines that a Parent is noncompliant with Program requirements, the Parent understands and agrees that his or her student may become ineligible to participate in the Program and any other Programs administered by the Authority and may be required to forfeit remaining Scholarship Funds.  16. If the Authority determines that scholarship funds have been misspent in violation of Program requirements and/or for an item other than a Qualifying Educational Expense, the Authority shall notify the Parent, and the Parent shall repay the misspent amount in the manner and by the deadline set by the Authority. 17. This Agreement is not assignable. 18. This Agreement shall be effective when executed and shall remain in effect until June 30, 2023, unless the Agreement is terminated upon written notice of the occurrence of the following:  (a) notice from the Parent that he or she has enrolled his or her student in a North Carolina public school or a Department of Defense School; (b) notice from the Parent that it intends to terminate its participation in the Program and return any and all unused scholarship funds; (c) notice from the Authority of its intent to terminate the Parent’s eligibility to participate in the Program; or (d) any action of the General Assembly which, in the opinion of the Authority, requires the termination of this Agreement.

mailto:ESA@ncseaa.edu


Parent of Record (in MyPortal)

Tip: Email is the best way to request information about 
your student’s record. Note that staff can only share 
information in response to the email address on file in 
MyPortal. 

(You can update your email address. In MyPortal, go to My 
Contact Information.)

• Note the definition of “parent” in the ESA+ Parental Agreement.
• The parent of record must be a parent with whom the child lives. 
• Only one parent can be listed in the MyPortal record. 

Is the parent who primarily manages the ClassWallet account and other ESA+ business not the 
parent who is listed in MyPortal? Email program staff and request to change the parent of 
record.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
19. The undersigned represents and warrants that he or she is the Parent who completed the student’s application and is (1) the eligible student’s biological, adoptive, or foster parent; (2) the eligible student’s legal guardian or legal custodian, but not the State if the child is a ward of the State; (3) an individual acting in the place of a biological or adoptive parent, including a grandparent, stepparent, or other relative, and with whom the student lives; (4) an individual who is legally responsible for the student's welfare; or (5) a surrogate if one is appointed under G.S. § 115C-109.2.  



Funding year-over-year

• Students who receive a $9,000 award may not accumulate any funds in the 
ESA+ account year over year. Remaining funds do not roll over to the next 
year.

• Students who receive a $17,000 award may roll over a maximum of $4,500 
per year from any remaining funds. 

• The overall maximum account limit is $30,000.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you think your student will not need to use the full annual award amount during the school year, plan to come to the session which explains how to use funds for summer expenses. Paying for therapies or tutoring in the summer is only possible if the school year expenses are less than the award amount. NOTE that students who do not benefit from any ESA+ funds in a year cannot renew. The ESA+ Program assumes that students whose parents spend none of the ESA funds will not need future funding. These students will not be considered renewals. 



Continuing Eligibility: update every 3 years

The date by which renewing students must have an updated documentation 
of a disability is January 1. 

If your student’s evaluation date in MyPortal is older than 2020 … you’ll need 
to seek an update this fall (by January 1, 2023). Students with evaluations 
dated 2020 and more recent don’t need to update this fall. 

Two ways to update the evaluation date: 
1. Review from a licensed psychologist or psychiatrist, OR
2.  Updated Eligibility Determination from an NC public school. 

More info: https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/esa/documentation-of-a-disability/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please attend the training session on Continuing Eligibility. 



Contact information

https://www.ncseaa.edu/events

 Wednesdays at noon
 Attend live or watch recordings

June 15 How do Schools get Paid? When are 
ESA+ Funds Sent to ClassWallet?
June 22 ESA+ Students at Schools Not Paid 
Directly by SEAA
June 29 Choosing or Changing Your School
July 6 ESA+ Continuing Eligibility
July 13 Qualified Expenses and Shopping on 
ClassWallet
July 20 Dual Enrolled Students (ESA+ and 
Opportunity Scholarship)
July 27 Planning for Summer 2023 Expenses

ESA@ncseaa.edu

855-330-3955 
Monday- Thursday 8am-6pm

Friday- 8am-5pm 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can always find information, including forms and resources about how to use MyPortal and ClassWallet, on our website:www.ncseaa.edu . 

https://www.ncseaa.edu/events
mailto:ESA@ncseaa.edu
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